BUCKLAND DINHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting at 7.30pm, Thursday 16 July 2020. This was the first public
meeting of the council during the Covid-19 virus outbreak. It was a virtual meeting
using “Zoom” on line
3597 Present: Councillors, John Reckless, Alan King, Elisita Kemp, Ian Blair, Sue Palmer and Viv
Street. No members of the public were present
3598 Apologies: None
3599 Minutes of the meeting on 27 Februrary: Minutes were agreed and would be signed out of
meeting
3600 Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest: none
Unminuted Open forum for the public and council: Due to the time limits of the Zoom meeting no
open forum was held on this occasion

3601 Matters arising from the last meeting:

Action

1. Further progress towards a traffic management scheme including a 20 mph
limit for Buckland Dinham- Cllrs Reckless outlined recent progress with
Somerset Highways to improve safety on the A362 through the village. Sara
Davis, Somerset Traffic Engineer for East Mendip, had met with him and Cllr King
in the village on 13th July to walk through the village and discuss details which Cllr
Reckless then shared with councillors at this meeting. Sara will now progress
detailed plans before further consultation with the council, the police and residents
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2. Other traffic issues, including restarting a speedwatch programme and
recording of local road incidents- With a view to re-establishing a new
speedwatch programme, Cllr Kemp volunteered to contact the Mendip Coordinator for Community Speedwatch and lead a new programme for the village.
She will consult with ex-councillor Peter Corbett on contact details
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3602 Matters Arising:
1. Future of Local government in Somerset- Council discussed a consultation
document about Somerset County Councils proposal for a single unitary authority
and a further document from the Somerset District Councils in response to it.
They generally felt that the District Councils proposal for an East-West dual
authority might be better bearing in mind the geography of the county and the
distance from Taunton. There was also a view that small parishes may need to
liaise more closely with their neighbouring town councils
2. Response to the Draft Walking and Cycling Manifesto for Mendip- Having
already been involved in discussions with others on this subject, Cllr King
volunteered to take forwards discussions with Frome Town Council and other
groups about cycling routes around Buckland. If there is a need for planning
applications about walking and cycling routes within the parish he will also lead
on those and keep council informed

3603 Clerks Report: Since the last council meeting on 27 February normal council
meetings have not been possible and council has been working under a Business
Continuity Plan, agreed before the Covid-19 Lock Down, to ensure that basic council
business could still be handled. Briefly this gave the clerk authority to progress
ongoing matters. The chair and/or vice chair were also consulted where decisions
were necessary. Consequently this clerks report was extensive and had been
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circulated to council in advance of the meeting. It was welcomed by council and
unanimously approved. A copy of the report will be kept with the minutes

3604 Finance:
1. Annual accounts for 2019-2020. Draft receipt and payments account had
been circulated to councilors so that they could agree to certify the council
themselves as exempt from needing a limited assurance review with external
auditors. This could be done as neither gross income nor gross expenditure
for that year exceeded £25,000 and it was agreed by Cllr Reckless, seconded
Cllr Street. The appropriate forms could be signed by the chair outside of the
meeting.
2. Cllr Blair had already checked the detailed accounts records for the year. The
full audit when complete will now be taken to the internal auditor and then
finalised at the next meeting. The clerk had appointed the internal auditor and
agreed her fee for the audit
3. A list of BACS payments made by the clerk since the last meeting had been
circulated to all. There were no queries and all were agreed
4. Due to the unexpected resignation of Cllr Swift immediately after the last
meeting a new third signatory was required for the bank account. Cllr King
agreed to take on this role and the clerk would arrange for this to be put in
place as soon as it was possible for her to go in person to the bank

3605: Next meetings dates were agreed as 20 August and 22 October. An extra
meeting may be required between the two and the clerk will advise if that is
necessary. It will also be decided nearer the time whether the meetings will be on line
or in the village hall as normal
This meeting closed at 8.08 pm
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